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37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–09 Edition) § 1.72 

§ 1.72 Title and abstract. 

(a) The title of the invention may not 
exceed 500 characters in length and 
must be as short and specific as pos-
sible. Characters that cannot be cap-
tured and recorded in the Office’s auto-
mated information systems may not be 
reflected in the Office’s records in such 
systems or in documents created by 
the Office. Unless the title is supplied 
in an application data sheet (§ 1.76), the 
title of the invention should appear as 
a heading on the first page of the speci-
fication. 

(b) A brief abstract of the technical 
disclosure in the specification must 
commence on a separate sheet, pref-
erably following the claims, under the 
heading ‘‘Abstract’’ or ‘‘Abstract of the 
Disclosure.’’ The sheet or sheets pre-
senting the abstract may not include 
other parts of the application or other 
material. The abstract in an applica-
tion filed under 35 U.S.C. 111 may not 
exceed 150 words in length. The purpose 
of the abstract is to enable the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 
and the public generally to determine 
quickly from a cursory inspection the 
nature and gist of the technical disclo-
sure. 

[65 FR 54667, Sept. 8, 2000, as amended at 65 
FR 57054, Sept. 20, 2000; 68 FR 38628, June 30, 
2003] 

§ 1.73 Summary of the invention. 

A brief summary of the invention in-
dicating its nature and substance, 
which may include a statement of the 
object of the invention, should precede 
the detailed description. Such sum-
mary should, when set forth, be com-
mensurate with the invention as 
claimed and any object recited should 
be that of the invention as claimed. 

§ 1.74 Reference to drawings. 

When there are drawings, there shall 
be a brief description of the several 
views of the drawings and the detailed 
description of the invention shall refer 
to the different views by specifying the 
numbers of the figures and to the dif-
ferent parts by use of reference letters 
or numerals (preferably the latter). 

§ 1.75 Claim(s). 
(a) The specification must conclude 

with a claim particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as 
his invention or discovery. 

(b) More than one claim may be pre-
sented provided they differ substan-
tially from each other and are not un-
duly multiplied. One or more claims 
may be presented in dependent form, 
referring back to and further limiting 
another claim or claims in the same 
application. A dependent claim must 
contain a reference to a claim pre-
viously set forth in the same applica-
tion, incorporate by reference all the 
limitations of the previous claim to 
which such dependent claim refers, and 
specify a further limitation of the sub-
ject matter of the previous claim. 

(1) An applicant must file an exam-
ination support document in compli-
ance with § 1.265 that covers each claim 
(whether in independent or dependent 
form) before the issuance of a first Of-
fice action on the merits of the appli-
cation if the application contains or is 
amended to contain more than five 
independent claims or more than twen-
ty-five total claims. An application 
may not contain or be amended to con-
tain more than five independent claims 
or more than twenty-five total claims 
if an examination support document in 
compliance with § 1.265 has not been 
filed before the issuance of a first Of-
fice action on the merits of the appli-
cation. 

(2) A claim that refers to another 
claim but does not incorporate by ref-
erence all of the limitations of the 
claim to which such claim refers will 
be treated as an independent claim for 
fee calculation purposes under § 1.16 (or 
§ 1.492) and for purposes of paragraph 
(b) of this section. A claim that refers 
to a claim of a different statutory class 
of invention will also be treated as an 
independent claim for fee calculation 
purposes under § 1.16 (or § 1.492) and for 
purposes of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(3) The applicant will be notified if 
the application contains or is amended 
to contain more than five independent 
claims or more than twenty-five total 
claims but the applicant has not com-
plied with the requirements set forth 
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